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Proposal to establish the Asian Forest
Cooperation Organization (AFoCO)
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Formalization of the
initial phase through
ASEAN-ROK Forest Cooperation
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Adoption of the Agreement
on the Establishment of AFoCO
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by the Republic of Korea (ROK) at
the ASEAN-ROK Commemorative
Summit in Jeju, Republic of Korea
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Accredited as an observer 10 to the UNCCD
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Granted Permanent Observer status
by the United Nations General Assembly
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Establishment of AFoCO

The Asian Forest Cooperation Organization (AFoCO) is

a treaty-based intergovernmental organization that

is committed to strengthening forest cooperation and

taking concrete actions to promote sustainable

forest management and address the impacts of climate change.

Currently, AFoCO’s membership consists of 16 Member Countries—

14 Parties including Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Myanmar, Philippines,
Republic of Korea, Thailand, Timor-Leste and Viet Nam as well as

2 Observers, Malaysia and Tajikistan.
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Opening of the AFoCO Regional
Education and Training Center
(RETC) in Yangon region, Myanmar
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Enlisted as an international organization
eligible for OECD-DAC

FALSCIALTA(CBD)2 SAH 7|22 215
Accredited as observer 10 for
participation at CBD meetings
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Admitted as an observer 10 to the UNFCCC
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Adoption of ‘AFoCO 10-year
Climate Action Plan’
by the Assembly
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AFoCO Climate Action Plan

AFoCO Climate Action Plan (2025-2034)2 3|12 E9| nja|H& stof|A] Azl s
FI2MILA =S 98t 104 T2 OMOILICE S = :

AFoCO Climate Action Plan (2025-2034) is a program that-assists Member Countries enhance
their contributions to achieving the Paris Agreement’s goals and accelerate efforts " -
to remoye large amounts of atmospheric.carbonto stabilize global temperatures. ; -
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ire-damaged forest in Tév Province, Mongolia, 2023
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Asia's forests are more than just carbon repositories.

They serve as habitats for a rich diversity of fauna
and flora, forming the bedrock of our food systems
and providing livelihoods for millions living in
poverty.

Despite global commitments to combat deforesta-
tion and degradation, between 1990 and 2020,
Asian tropical forests saw a 15% decline, losing 38
million hectares—far surpassing the global average
of 4%. This trend continues, exacerbating climate,
food security, soil fertility, and rural prosperity
challenges. International efforts must intensify to
address these interconnected crises and safeguard
the multifaceted contributions of Asia's forests.
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The AFoCO Climate Action Plan outlines accelerat-
ed efforts in Asia to draw carbon the atmosphere to
arrest global warming while simultaneously advanc—
ing economic prosperity.

The Climate Action Plan will

¥ Deliver positive impacts on Member Countries’
carbon-removal targets

¥ Make their economies greener and improve
communities” well-being

¥ Strengthen regional and inter-regional
cooperation on Asian forests
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(REDD+, A/R, biochar)

Restoration of damaged ecosystem
and enhancement of biodiversity
(mangroves, drylands, wildfire
affected area)
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Forest carbon stock enhancement
(REDD+, A/R, biochar)
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Community business
(non-timber forest product,
ecotourism)

Expanding social forestry
(e.g., community-based forest
management, agroforestry)

Capacity development for
MRV of forest carbon
(satellite, drone)

ICT 7%k LH3 xHoH 2tst

ICT-based forest disaster mitigation

7|t 22} | Expected Outcome

A2k 245} ¢ Contribute to enhancing the resilience of forests

and people against climate change in Asia

¢ Reduce greenhouse gas emissions from

deforestation and forest degradation

¢ Generate other co-benefits, including

biodiversity conservation and community empowerment
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Asia Climate Leadership
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Friends of Asia and Asian Forests (FAAF) is a gathering of corporateand other leaders that is fully aligned
with Asia’s Net Zero and the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

¥ AFoCO Corporate Forum on Forest, Climate and ESG in Seoul, Republic of Korea, 2022
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2o | Rationale

7|2 Hok= 25 QIR X7 A T Climate change is one of the major urgent challenges facing R
A2t 2HH| = SHLFRILICE 2030E kK| T2 humanity and the planet today. Far more needs to be done mi7kE S|
$Mo| 155 2HE LSl X2ECt G to achieve global warming levels below 1.5 degrees Celsius by Megaton Challenge
Z7bH0| T QL 20| TWQSEHL|C} O|X|= |o|Lt 2030. Now is the time for continuous, 'im'pactful.action.s

SATHCHS X[ A0l AXO0| Q8 IfQIL|C} rather than mere meet!ngs and negot@t!ons_ Itis .cruae.ll for

O|Fl= 2Tt 0IZ40| 7|S SS0]| SHH LEMof & both the public and prlva'Fe sectors. to join forces in taking

A=l concrete steps towards climate action.

E595| OFA|O} X[ A= HIzZ 2X7t 7HE A2IS6E0 Asia, in particular, has some of the worst rural poverty N L .
OfA|o} 7|% 2|4 | Asia Climate Leadership Promoting corporate leadership to address the challenges of

Friends of Asia and Asian Forests (FAAF)
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O|7HE #21X| | Megaton Challenge Reduce annual carbon footprint by one megaton in Asia
Why AFoCO? ARIAER| 291 5 HXS S5} OFAOFX| 017 through forest ecosystem restoration and conservation,
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Direct engagement with the governments A CHAX| M 5L 0| 0| ’

of participating countries as Parties Ease of project site selection and project

to a treaty-based international organization implementation through existing networks Create positive impact and contribute to the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) through activities that align
7je] BHAIZ} ORA[OF FTte| LIXE oizist HES eop (SDGS) through activitie 9
: ST Effectiveness M= Expertise ol o s o the interests of participating stakeholders with the needs
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QEEE ICHslotl X|& THsM =t Access to a pool of experts well versed ¥

Maximize impact and ensure sustainability in diverse fields to pursue

of actions through post-project management science-based approaches @ @
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and capacity development activities
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Establishment of AFoCO Regional Education and Training Center (RETC) in Yangon region,
Myanmar and implementation of capacity-building activities such as training and scholarship programs Contributing to the reduction of poverty in local communities through village-led restoration of deforested land
using the Republic of Korea's ‘Saemaul movement’ in 2,800 ha in Paksong and Sangthong Provinces, Lao PDR
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Regenerating genetic resources and establishing a management system using Contributing to the implementation of Viet Nam's National Policy for Climate Change Adaptation by
the Republic of Korea’s forest breeding technologies and techniques for Dalbergia cochinchinensis, restoring 960 ha of mangrove forest in Thai Binh Province, Viet Nam

a major endangered tree species in Cambodia
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Improving livelihoods in mountain communities through the development of S5 ErA AR & AU =T

representative non-timber forest products enterprise models and capacity building in member countries Collaborate with Rabobank’s ACORN program on a 10-year, $50 million agroforestry project
to assist small-holder farmers in accessing the voluntary carbon market.
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Developing a forest management system and strengthening climate change adaptation by Partnering with private entities to develop and participate in joint programs for forest restoration and biodiversity
establishing an integrated forest fire response system in the Mekong region conservation, including Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+) initiatives

¥ 50 Go- .9 o

1011 Towards Net Zero and the SDGs C@a®




LEADING
GREENER
ASIA

Towards Net Zero and the SDGs

07330 M& YSEZ3 2MZSE 52
Ampug 125 opAlOMAE ER Y| AR

Asian Forest Cooperation Organization

12F, SIMPAC Building, 52, Gukjegeumyung-ro
Yeongdeungpo-gu, Seoul 07330,

Republic of Korea

www.afocosec.org

info@afocosec.org

+82 2785 8971 (T)

+82 2 785 8970 (F)




